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approach had been brought, every one went out to
meet them; the Captains were present, and exhorted
their people with so much earnestness and compas-
sion to take courage and help these poor strangers,
that I do not know what more could have been done
by a Christian Preacher, [40] most zealous in works
of charity and mercy.

They were immediately distributed through the
principal Villages of the country; the greater part of
them, however, remained in this Village, as one of
the most commodious and suitable of all. But, wher-
ever they were received, the best places in the cabins
were given to them, the granaries or chests of corn
were opened and they were given liberty to dispose
of them as if they were their own.

The main body of them arrived in this village at
the same time that I came here with some domestics
whom we had brought from France, who were skill-
ful in bleeding and in the use of remedies; and noth-
ing ever happened more opportunely. For, with this
help, we immediately hastened to the very sick, who
were in danger of death, that we might, being thus
admitted, provide for their salvation. It was here
that the adorable secrets of the goodness of God
towards these poor refugees first appeared to us; for
this help came so opportunely to some of them, both
children and older people, that it was found that
between their arrival and their death there was only
the time necessary to instruct and baptize them.

[41] From that time, these sick people gave us so
much to do that, for some time, they almost wholly
engrossed the attention of our workers, who could
not repress their regrets and innocent complaints at
not being able, on this account, to devote themselves



